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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cannock  Urban  District  Council. 

Gknti.emkn, 

1 beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
dealing  with  the  vital  statistics  and  general  health  of 
tlie  district  for  the  year  1899. 

The  number  of  births  registei’ed  for  the  year  1899  Births, 
is  955,  which  includes  503  males  and  452  females,  and, 
calculated  on  a population  of  22,000  to  Midsummer,  1899, 
gives  a birth  I'ate  per  1,000  per  annum  of  43 ’4,  as  against 
an  annual  birth  rate  of  38  for  the  year  1898,  The  natural 
inci’ease  of  population  is  568,  as  against  447  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  total  mean  birth  rate  for  the  past  10 
years  is  approximately  40'63. 

The  numbei’  of  deaths  registei“ed  for  the  year  1899  is  Death?. 
387,  which,  on  a similar  calculation,  gi\'es  a death  rate  per 
1,000  per  annum  of  17‘59,  as  against  a death  rate  in  the 
preceding  year  of  17‘68.  IMie  proportionate  mortality  per 
1,000  per  annum  at  all  ages  and  from  all  causes  in  the 
three  wards  of  the  district,  and  calculated  upon  the 
approximately  estimated  population  of  each  ward,  is  as 
follows : — 

Cannock  Ward  (excluding  the  Workhouse)  ...  13'13 
Hednesford  Ward  ...  ...  •••  •••  l^'l 

Chadsmoor  Ward  ..  .••  •••  •••  18’68 

The  total  mean  death  rate  from  all  causes  for  the  past  10 
yeai'S  is  17  92,  the  mean  death  rate  from  the  seven  pi'incipal 
Zymotic  diseases  during  the  same  period  being  2 8.  The 
subjoined  table  indicates  the  number  of  biid/hs  and  deaths, 
with  their  respective  rates,  for  the  10  yeara  Ib90-lb99, 
viz. : — 
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Deaths  under  1 
year. 


DeatU.s  from 
Diseases. 

Smallpox. 

Measles. 


TOTAL  niRTITS  FOR  YEAR — 

1800  1891  1802  IHOR  I80t  1805  180G  1807  1808  1800 

838  877  00<>  888  8R)  801  780  81-0  830  055 

Birth  rate  at  41^  07  42  57 -tO' I t 42  28  40  41  35‘45  38  45  38  43'4 

per  1,(100. 

TOTAL  DEATHS  FOR  YEAR — 

1890  1891  1802  1803  1S!)4  1895  1896  1897  1808  1899 

325  477  4-H  423  3.31  347  378  310  380  387 

15-93  2315  21  2014  1570  lO’u  1 7-18  14-30  17-08  1 7-59 

Cannock  Ward. — ]ii  tliis  wax'd  occiiri-ed  34  deatli.s 
(excluding  tlie  Woi-kliouse,  in  wliich  twodeatlis  ocenn-ed), 
indicating  a deatli  rate.  ])ased  on  tlie  ward'.s  apjxroxiniately 
estiinated  jiopulation,  of  4-7  ]»ei-  1,000,  as  against  6-9  per 
1,000  fox-  the  precedixig  yeai-. 

?Iei)NESford  Ward. — ^In  this  wax-d  occux-i-cd  40  deaths, 
indicatixig  a deatli  x-ate  of  o-ll  per  1.000  0x1  its  appi-oxi- 
niately  estimated  pojuilation,  as  against  5-4  for  the  jn-e- 
cedixig  yeax-. 

Chadsmoor  Ward.-  In  this  tvax-d  occuxTcd  62  deaths, 
ixxdicatixig  a death  x-ate  of  8 5 ])er  1,000  0x1  its  a])proxi- 
mately  estimated  ])0]iulatinn.  as  against  7-7  for  the  jire- 
ceding  year. 

The  ixifantilc  mortality  in  the  thi-ee  -vvai-ds,  i-eckoxied 
upon  the  hix-ths  registered  during  the  year,  is  at  the  i*ate 
of  14-3,  as  against  17-7  jier  cent,  fox-  the  ])reeeding  yeax-, 
and  11-2  ]ier  cent,  for  the  yeax-  1897. 

The  total  numhei-  of  ileaths  under  1 year  in  the 
distx’ict  amounts  to  138.  giving  a death  i-ate  of  6 2 jier 
1,000,  against  148  for  the  |ireceding  yeax-,  with,  a de.-ith 
x-ate  of  6-7. 

Of  the  above  deaths,  31  oecux-x-ed  froxn  bronchitis  and 
pneumoxiia,  29  from  jnematurity,  21  fx-om  diai-x-haui,  16 
fi-om  marasmus,  17  from  convulsions,  9 fi-om  atelectasis, 
and  6 fx-om  whooping  cough. 

I will  now  give  the  number  of  deaths  fx-om  the 
following  various  diseases,  viz  : — 

None. 

Noxxe. 

I owai-ds  the  close  of  the  year  an  outbreak  of  this 
disease  occurred  in  Heath  Hayes,  and  it  was  fouxid  lU'ces- 
sai-y  in  the  early  pai-t  of  .lanuary  of  this  3-ear  to  postpone 

the  x-e-ojiening  of  the  Heath  Jla3-es  Schools  for  three 
weeks. 
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One  death  under  5 years  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Scarlatina. 
Ward,  and  one  death  over  5 years  in  the  Chadsmoor 
Wai'd  — total,  2 - indicating  a death  rate  of  '09  per  1,000, 
against  4 in  tlie  preceding  year-,  with  a ratio  of  "IS. 

Diphtheria. 


One  death  under  5 occurr-cd  in  the  Cannock  Ward. 


ilembranous 

Croup. 


Two  doatlis  nndcr  5 years  and  one  death  over  5 years  Typhoid  Fever, 
occurred  in  the  Cliadsinooi*  Ward.  One  deatli  over  5 years 
also  occurred  at  the  Srnalljiox  Hospital,  which  is  situated 
in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward.  This  gives  a death  rate  of  ‘18 
per  1,000  from  this  disea.se. 


Two  deaths  occurred  in  the  Hedne.sford  Ward,  against 
oire  death  i-ecorded  for  the  whole  district  in  the  preceding 


year. 

Two  deaths  over  5 v^ears  occtirred  in  the  Hednesford 
Ward. 

Three  deaths  occtirred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  thi’ee  in 
the  Hednesford  Ward,  and  hiur  in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward — 
total,  10— all  under  5 years,  indicating  a death  rate  per 
1,000  of  -45,  as  against  T8  for  the  pi-eceding  year. 

Twenty-five  deaths,  all  under  5 years,  occurred  from 
this  disease,  three  being  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  five  in  the 
Hednesford  Ward,  sixteen  in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward,  and 
one  in  the  Workhouse.  The  death  rate  per  1,000  from 
this  disease  is  ITS,  as  against  I'S  for  the  preceding  year. 
Twenty-one  out  of  the  above  deaths  occurred  in  infants 
under  1 year  old,  a fact  which  points  in  my  opinion  to 
carelessness  and  ignorance  in  feeding  infants. 

Four  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward  and  one 
in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward— total,  5— all  over  5 years,  against 
one  death  recorded  foi'  the  whole  district  in  the  preceding 


Erysipolnii. 


Whooping 

Cough. 


Diarrhoea. 


Rheumatic 

Fever. 


year. 

Three  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  ten  in 
the  Hednesford  Ward,  seven  in  the  Chadsmooi  Ward,  and 
one  in  the  Workhouse— total,  21— with  a ratio  of  -ph  per 

1.000,  and  of  which  19  occurred  over  5 years,  against  18 
recorderl  for  the  preceding  year,  with  !i  ratio  of  •81  per 

1.000.  Of  these  deaths  recoixled,  six  were  miners  and  one 

a bridle  cutter. 


Two  ilcatlis  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  three  in 
the  Hednesford  Ward,  and  one  in  the  Workhouse— total 
6-indicating  a ratio  of  ’27  per  1,000  against 
for  the  preceding  yeai-,  with  a ratio  of  -77  per  1,000.  With 


Phthisis. 


Cancer. 
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Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia,  and 
Pleurisy. 


Heart  Disease. 


regal’d  to  tlie  Influence  of  Tioeality  on  tlie  Prevalence  of 
Mali,<?iiant  Disease  i-eferred  to  in  my  Annual  Repoi-t  for 
1898,  an  Intoi-im  Jieport  of  the  Committee  appointed  by 
the  Jlirmingham  and  Midland  Counties  Branch  of  the 
British  Medical  A.ssociation  has  been  issued,  in  which  the 
investigations  of  the  Committee  so  far  point  to  the  following 
conclusions,  viz.  : — 

(1)  That  districts  in  which  malignant  disease 

occui’K  with  a frequency  much  above  the 
average  often  lie  side  by  side  \\'ith  othei* 
districts  in  which  it  rarely  occurs. 

(2)  That  the  districts  in  which  malignant  disease 

occurs  with  the  greatest  frequency  are 
usually  ill-drained,  low-lying  or  flat,  or 
border  ujion  streams,  while  those  di.sti  icts 
where  it  is  less  common  are  usuall}'  higher, 
drier,  and  more  open,  Avith  the  jiossibilities 
of  more  rapid  drainage  of  surface  waters. 

Fifteen  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  thirty- 
six  in  the  Hednesford  Waid,  thirty-seven  in  the  (^hads- 
moor  Ward,  and  nine  in  the  Workhouse — total,  97 — with 
a ratio  of  4 4 per  1,000,  and  of  Avhich  45  were  under  5 
years ; against  89  for  the  whole  district  in  the  preceding 
year,  with  a death  rate  of  4 04. 

The  proportionate  death  rate  per  1,000  from  these 
diseases  in  each  ward,  calculated  upon  their  apjiroximately 
estimated  population,  is  I’espectively  as  follows: — 

Cannock  Ward  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hednesford  Wai-d  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 7 

Chadsmoor  Ward  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

1 he  following  table  shows  the  mortality  from  these 
diseases  for  the  past  10  years  : — 

1890  1891  1892  1893  1894  1895  18:0  1897  1898  1899 

Under  5 ...  37  83  39  33  55  45  02  22  43  4^5 

Over  6 ...  37  03  *18  40  38  39  27  44  -10  52 

74  140  87  79  93  84  89  00  89  97 

Bight  deaths  oecurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  thirteen 
in  the  Hednesford  Ward,  one  in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward, 
and  '^hirkhoiise  — total,  2:1— with,  a ratio  of  1 04 

per  1,000,  and  all  over  5 years;  against  14  recorded  fur 
the  preceding  year,  with  a death  rate  of  '63. 
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One  death  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward,  two  in  the 
liednesford  Ward,  two  in  the  Chadsinoor  Ward,  two  in 
the  Workhouse,  and  three  in  the  Hednesford  Accident 
Home — total,  10 — witli  a ratio  of  ‘45  per  1,000,  of  which 
eight  occurred  over  5 years ; against  7 recorded  for  the 
preceding  year,  with  a ratio  of  ’31. 

Of  the  above-named  10  injuries,  three  were  from 
colliery  accidents  and  one  from  an  accident  in  a brick- 
works. 

Besides  the  inquests  held  on  these  injuries,  inquests 
were  held  on  the  following:  — 


(1)  Jan.  28th,  l^Iary  A.  Hill,  aged  52,  High 

Town — died  from  syncope  ; 

(2)  Jan.  29th,  Edwin  Roberts,  aged  43,  Crown 

Hotel,  Cannock  — died  from  meningitis; 

■ (3)  March  13th,  Benjamin  Turner,  aged  74,  Green 
Heath — died  from  congestion  of  the  lung; 

(4)  March  18th,  Adderley,  aged  3 days,  Bridg- 

town_clied  from  suffocation  through  being 
overlain ; 

(5)  April  15th,  James  Oakley,  aged  43,  Bridg- 

town— died  from  syncope  ; 

(6)  October  15th,  William  Price,  aged  53,  Hill 

Street— choked  by  a piece  of  meat; 

(7)  October  28th,  Edward  Bow'dler,  aged  40, 

Churchbridge— found  drowned  in  canal; 

(8)  October  28th,  Charles  Baker,  aged  35, 

Churchbridge — found  drowmed  in  canal. 


Fifty-seven  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward, 
forty -five  in  the  Hednesford  Wai^,  sixty  in  the  Chads- 
moor  Ward,  and  seventeen  in  the  Workhouse-total,  179 
with  a ratio  of  81  per  1,000,  and  of  which  90  were  over 

5 years. 

Forty-four  deaths  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward, 
excluding  the  Workhouse,  in  which  two  deaths  occurred, 
indicating  a death  rate  of  61  per  1,000  on  ^F;oxi- 
mately  estimated  population,  as  against  9 5 for  the  pre 

ceding  year. 

Forty-nine  deaths  occurred  in  the  Hednesford  Ward 
indicating  a death  rate  on  its  approximately  estimated 
population  of  61  per  1,000,  as  against  7-9  for  the  preceding 

year. 


Injuries. 


Denths  from  all 
other  Diseases. 


Deaths  under  6 
years. 
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Zymotic 

DisoiiKc. 


Dcatlis  in  the 
Workhouse. 


Uncertified 

Deiitlis. 


Eighty-one  deaths  ocentred  in  the  Cliad.sinoor  Wand, 
indicating  a deatli  rate  on  its  appro.ximately  estimated 
popuiation  of  ll'l  jier  as  against  lO’o  for  the 

])receding  year. 

The  total  deaths  for  tlie  whole  disniet  amounted  to 
17G,  which  gives  a rate  of  b per  1,000,  as  against  209 
(h‘aths,  witli  a ratio  of  9'o  for  the  preceding  year. 


The  deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease,  as  aj)p]ied  to  tlie 
seven  principal  diseases,  viz.,  small])ox,  measles,  scarlet 
fever,  diphthei’ia,  whoo])ing  cough,  enteric  fevei‘,  and 
diarrhoea,  number  41,  which  gives  a death  rate  ])er  1,000 
of  TS ; as  against  70  deaths,  with  a ratio  of  3’1  for  the 
preceding  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from 
these  diseases  for  the  past  10  years,  and  also  the  Zymotic 
death  rate : — 


1890 

1891 

cc 

1893 

1894  1895 

189(5 

1897 

1898 

1899 

Smallpox  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

2 

21 

0 

35 

0 

1 

25 

0 

31 

0 

Srarlatiua  . . . 

7 

5 

3 

8 

4 

3 

5 

12 

4 

2 

Dilililheria ... 
Wiiooping 

0 

1 

U 

1 

0 

0 

0 

U 

0 

0 

Cou^di 

O 

id 

13 

4 

0 

3 

i 

13 

8 

4 

10 

Typhoid 

2 

I 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Diarrhma  . . . 

10 

17 

10 

27 

8 

15 

9 

2(5 

29 

25 

Totals 

Total  Death 

32 

o8 

19 

71 

18 

2t) 

53 

47 

70 

41 

Rate  1'50 

3-3 

•9  3-38 

•85 

1-38 

2-4 

21 

3 1 

1-3 

T.hirt\-tv\o  deaths  occurred  in  the  Workhouse,  two 
under  and  thirty  over  5 years  of  age.  Eourteen  de.it hs 
occurred  among  jtersotis  belonging  to  the  district,  and 
eighteen  among  per.sons  from  other  districts.  The  average 
number  of  inmates  during  the  past  year  was  2r)().  and  no 
death  occurred  among  vagrants  admiUed  to  the  wards. 


The  death  rate  per  cent,  last  year  would  be  12-8, 
estimated  on  the  average  number  of  inmates,  as  against 
too  tor  the  preceding  vear 


Ihe  luimher  of  deaths  recorded  as  not  cerh’tied  is  26 

tlio"  ’ r ^ " under  o years.  £ gaiii.st  12  recorded  for 
the  preccling  year.  They  occurred  as  follows : 

ward^lVf"""""''  deaths  occurred  in  this 

Nvaut,  all  from  premature  birth. 
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(2)  Hediiesford  Ward.  — Seven  deaths  occurred  in  this 
ward,  tliree  beiii"  from  premature  birth,  three  from  heart 
disease,  and  one  from  convulsions. 

(3)  Chadsmoor  Ward. — Fifteen  deatlis  occurred  in 
this  wai'd,  five  being  from  premature  birtli,  seven  from 
convulsions,  two  from  bi-onchitis  and  cardiac  syncope,  and 
one  from  natural  causes. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  last  year  undei*  this  Act 
was  156,  against  2h2  for  the  preceding  year.  Of  these 
cases  61  were  scarlatina,  as  against  216  for  the  preceding 
year,  and  constitute  a rate  of  about  39  per  cent,  upon  the 
sum  total  of  disease  notified. 

Subjoined  are  the  paiticulai-s  of  the  notifiable  diseases 
in  their  order. 

None. 

(1)  Cannock  Ward.  —Nineteen  cases  occurred  in  the 
Cannock  portion  of  this  ward  in  ten  houses,  twelve  in  nine 
houses  in  the  llridgtown  portion,  and  four  in  three  houses 
in  the  outlying  portions,  the  total  for  this  ward  being  35 
cases  in  22  houses. 

(2)  riednesford  Ward. — Seven  cases  occurred  in  six 
houses  in  that  portion  of  the  wai-d  which  includes  Crreen 
Heath,  Pye  Green,  Mount  Sti'eet,  Railway  Road,  and 
I3radbui-y  Lane.  Nine  cases  occurred  in  .seven  houses  in 
that  portion  which  includes  Hediiesford  Town,  Church  Hill, 
and  Littleworth  ; the  total  for  tliis  ward  being  16  cases  in 
13  houses. 

(3)  Chadsmoor  Ward.— In  High 'Town  and  Chads- 
moor six  cases  occurred  in  live  houses,  and  in  Heath  Hayes 
four  cases  in  three  houses ; the  total  for  this  ward  being 
ten  cases  in  eight  houses. 

The  sum  total  of  scarlatinal  notifications  for  the  whole 
district  is  61,  these  cases  occuiring  in  43  hoii.ses. 

The  case  mortality  has  been  at  the  rate  of  S 27  per 
cent.,  against  1'8  per  cent,  for  the  preceding  jeai. 

It  is  pleasant  to  I’ecord  the  gi’cat  reduction  of  cases  of 
this  disease  after  the  epidemics  exiierienced  in  the  previous 
years,  and  it  is  to  be  hoi.ed  that  with  improved  sanitation 
the  district  will  iu  future  exhibit  not  epidemics,  but 
sporadic  types  only  of  this  disease. 


Notification  of 
Diseases  Act. 


Smallpox. 

Scarlatina. 
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Diphtheria,  Three  cases  of  diphtheria  have  been  notified  through- 

out the  past  year,  all  over  5 years ; one  ease  occurred  iii 
Hawks  Green,  the  other  two  in  Bridgtown. 

Mcmbranou*  One  case  of  this  disease  has  been  notified  and  occurred 

Croup.  Cannock  Waid. 

Typhoid  Ftver.  Twenty-seven  cases  of  this  disease  Inive  been  notified, 
against  six  for  the  preceding  year.  An  outbi-eak  occurred 
in  January 'of  last  year'  in  two  sepai-ate  families,  thougli 
related  and  living  next  door  to  each  other  in  the  Staffoi-d 
Road,  Cannock.  On  the  one  pi*oniises  was  found  no  dis- 
connection from  the  street  sewer,  and  the  other  defective 
drainage,  due  to  an  obstimction  in  the  .soil  jripe  leading 
from  the  water  closet.  The  Smallpox  Hospital  not  being 
available  for  the  i.solation  of  these  cases,  the  Hospital 
Joint  Committee  having  previously  decided  that  the 
hospital  should  be  used  for  smallprrx  ca.ses  only,  three  of 
them  were  removed  to  an  Isolation  Ward  in  the  Wolver- 
hampton Hospital,  where  one  died.  Both  premises  were 
disinfected  and  the  defectiv'e  drainage  conditions  remedied. 
Another  outbreak  of  a malignant  character  occurred  last 
autumn  in  Bi'oomhill,  an  un.se wei  ed  portion  of  the  district, 
and  which  is  now  included  in  the  new  scheme  for  the 
extension  of  the  sewerage  of  the  district.  Twelve  perisons 
were  affected  in  four  families,  two  of  the  latter  being 
related  to  each  other.  'I'hree  of  tl^e  families  lived  in  one 
row  of  houses,  and  the  other  family  attacked  lived  opposite, 
the  first  member  affected  in  this  latter  family  having 
previously  nui’sed  one  of  the  ty|)hoid  patients. 

Four  deaths  occurred  in  this  outbreak,  three  being  in 
one  family. 

All  the  houses  were  supplied  with  the  South  Stafl'ord- 
shire  Waterworks  Company's  Avater,  and  the  milk  supply 
was  fx-ee  fi’om  suspicion. 

Though  there  was  found  immediate  disconnection  in 
the  scullery  on  each  of  the  premises,  still  thei'e  is  no 
system  of  sewei*age  in  this  part  of  the  district,  and  it  is 
possible  that  the  outbi'eak  foutxd  its  oi’igin  in  the  emana- 
tions from  polluted  soil,  privy  filth  accunx illations,  and 
refuse  heaps.  Typhoid  fever  is  a filth  disease.  It  thi-ives 
in  filth,  and  though  it  is  true  that  the  disease  must  be 
imparted  through  swallowing  specificall}’  polluted  water, 
milk,  food,  and  air,  still  .sewer  gases,  emanations  fi'om 
drams,  filth  accumulations,  and  polluted  soils  are  |)owerfiil 
pie  isposing  causes,  and  pei'sons  e.xposcd  to  their  influence 
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are  lowered  in  health  and  become  more  susceptible  to  the 
enteric  poison.  Again,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
typhoid  fever  is  an  insidious  disease  and  gi-adual  in  its 
onset,  and  that  a patient  when  attacked  may  think  it  at 
first  a simple  attack  of  diarrhoea,  and  goes  about  ])retty 
much  as  usual,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  casting  broadcast 
the  specific  germ  which,  given  the  agencies  of  heat, 
moisture,  and  a favourable  soil,  multiplies  and  becomes 
the  origin  of  a dangerous  oiitbrcak,  in  which  are  generally 
found  all  the  conditions  for  favouring  its  spread,  viz.,  tbe 
crowded  cottage  household,  with  its  front  door  securely 
ban  ed  and  no  means  of  ventilation  except  by  the  back 
door,  ever  open  to  receive  the  backyard  dusty  air,  polluted, 
and  possibly  specifically  polluted,  with  emanations  from 
the  filth  accumulations  of  privies,  refuse  heaps,  pig-styes, 
and  fowl-pens. 

To  free  the  district  from  this  disease  the  following 
measures  should  be  adopted,  viz.: — 

(1)  Isolation. 

(2)  Disinfection  by  steam  of  all  clothing,  bedding, 

bed  linen,  and  other  articles  exposed  to 
the  slightest  risk  of  contamination. 

Disinfection  of  the  excreta  and  their  disposal 
by  water  carriage  if  available ; if  not,  by 
burying  them  away  from  houses  or  sources 
of  water  .supply. 

(4)  The  substitution  of  waterclosets  for  privies 

where  practicable,  and  where  not,  thorough 
and  frequent  scavenging,  the  middens  and 
ashpits  being  covered  and  ventilated. 

(5)  The  drains  to  be  well  trapped  and  watertight. 

The  backyard  pavements  should  also  be 
rendered  watertight  so  as  to  prevent  drain 
soakage. 

(6)  The  protection  of  w'ater,  milk,  and  food  sup- 

plies from  risk  of  infection. 

With  regard  to  this  outbreak  T sti-ongly  urged  the  use 
of  the  Smallpox  Ho.spital  for  the  isolation  of  these  cases, 
and  after  the  Joint  Hospital  Committee  had  agreed  to  it 
no  time  was  lost  in  removing  them  to  the  Hospital,  through 
the  active  assistance  of  Hr.  Blackshaw,  Surveyor  and 
Sanitary  Inspector.  The  infected  houses  were  thoi-oughly 
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disinfected,  and  the  beddincr  and  bed  linea,  etc.,  were 
removed  to  Stafford  for  disinfection  by  steam.  Tlie  mid- 
dens and  ashj)its  were  cleaned  out  and  liuiewashed,  and 
all  refuse  heaj)s  in  the  vicinity  removed. 

The  Hos|)ital  was  refurnished  throughout,  and 
equii)ped  with  all  necessary  details. 

The  Vicar  of  Cannock  kindly  allowed  the  services  of 
the  parish  nui-se,  Miss  Wihson,  who  had  been  specially 
ti-ained  through  Tiursiiig  typhoid  cases,  and  who  took 
charge  of  the  establishment,  Avith  an  assistant  nurse  and 
a night  nurse  to  hel])  her.  A Avard  maid,  cook,  and  laundry 
maid  were  also  engaged. 

The  result  of  these  measures  Avas  the  effectual  stamp- 
ing out  of  the  Broomhill  ej)idemic. 

While  these  cases  Avere  being  treated  in  hospital, 
four  cases  Avei*e  admitted  from  other  parts  of  the  district. 
Tavo  of  these  were  in  one  family  in  Longford  Lane,  Hridg- 
town,  Avhex’C  Avas  found  immediate  disconnection  of  the 
house  drainage,  but  no  pi'oiier  system  of  seAverage.  One 
case  Avas  from  HaAvks  Oreen,  in  a house  which,  amongst 
otliers,  Avas  supplied  until  recently  Avith  Avater  from  im- 
pure .sources,  but  the  South  Statfordshire  Com])any’s  water 
is  noAv  laid  on  in  this  ]iart  of  the  district.  The  remaining 
case  occurred  in  Bradbury  Lane,  Avhere  Avas  found  defec- 
tive connection  at  the  scullery  sink.  * 

Out  of  tlie  14  cases  admitted  into  hospital,  one  death 
(a  Avoman)  occurred. 

The  medical  men  originally  in  attendance  continued 
to  attend  their  cases,  and  the  routine  avoiL  in  the  Hos])ital 
ran  smoothly,  through  the  excellent  supervision  of  Miss 
Wihson. 

The  Council  acted  commendably  in  stipulating  that 
no  expense  be  sjiared  to  ensure  the  thorough  rooting  out 
of  the  di.sease,  and  thoAigh  the  initial  cost  of  furnishing 
and  the  maintenance  charges  of  the  Hospital  in  connection 
with  this  typhoid  epidemic  amounted  to  about  £176,  still, 
in  sanctioning  the  same,  and  thereby  effectually  prcA^ent- 
ing  the  spi-ead  of  a disease  both  insidious  and  (langerous, 
the  Council,  as  a Sanitary  AuthoritA',  has  performed  a 
great  seiwice  to  the  ])ublic  health  of  the  district.  A 
difhculty  cro])ped  u])  during  the  epldejuic  of  dealing  Avith 
the  steam  disinfection  of  bedding,  oty.,  “the  Stafford  Sani- 
taiy  Authority,  Avhich  had  hitherto  ])eruiitted  disinfection 
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of  articles  sent,  refusing  to  disinfect  for  outside  districts’ 
To  meet  tliis,  I am  glad  that  the  Council  has  since  decided 
to  purchase  a disinfector,  and  a properly  constructed  cart 
for  removal  of  infected  articles.  [li.sinfection  hy  steam 
will  help  gi'eatly  in  minimising  any  future  outbrwak  of 
this  or  any  ether  infectious  disease,  especially  scarlatina, 
which  is  the  most  commonly  notified  disease  for  this 
district. 

The  Council  is  al.so  fortunate  in  having  secured  the 
active  pecuniary  support  of  the  Cannock  Rural  Sanitary 
Authority  by  sharing  e.xpenses  incurred  at  the  Smallpo.x 
Hospital  through  this  typhoid  epidemic,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  two  Sanitary  Authorities  Avill  be  able  to 
join  in  a scheme  for  the  future  isolation  of  infectious 
disease  in  both  districts. 

Four  cases  occurred  in  the  Hednesfoi’d  Ward,  and 
two  in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward — total,  six — as  against  three 
notified  for  the  whole  district  in  the  preceding  year. 

Thirty-three  cases  occurred  in  the  Cannock  Ward, 
thirteen  being  in  and  aronud  Cannock  ; fifteen  in  Bndg- 
town,  and  five  in  the  outlying  portions  of  the  ward. 

Sixteen  cases  occuiTed  in  the  Hednesfoi’d  \\  ard,  and 
nine  in  the  Chadsmoor  Ward. 

The  total  number  of  cases  for  the  whole  district 
amounts  to  58,  against  55  for  the  preceding  yeai,  and  it 
will  be  noted  that  similar  to  the  preceding  year  there  has 
been  a greater  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  the  Cannock 
Ward  compared  with  the  other  wards. 

Exposure  to  cold  and  wet,  coupleil  with  dampiics.s  of 
soil,  are  the  chief  factors  in  the  causation  of  this  di.sease, 
which  is  liable  to  occur  more  frequently  in  pei-sons  lowei-ed 
in  health  by  unhealthy  home  surroundings  or  intemperate 
habits. 

The  returns  of  new  cases  of  pauper  sickness  throngh- 
out  the  district  during  each  fortnight  for  the  past  }ear 
show  tliat  from  chest  affections  Cannock  Ward  suffeied 
raoi-e  than  Chadsmoor  Ward,  Hednesf&rd  Ward  being  the 
least  afEected. 

Amongst  other  cases,  three  cases  of  .scarlatina  and 
one  of  diarrhoea  wei-e  reported  from  the  Cannock  Ward  ; 
two  cases  of  influenza,  two  of  diairhoea,  and  one  of 
erysipelas  from  the  Hednesford  ^Vard;  six  cases  of 
diarrl.cea,  one  of  measles,  and  one  of  enteric  fever  from 
the  Chadsmoor  Ward;  and  two  cases  of  influenza  in  the 

Workhouse. 


Puei'peral 

Feyer. 


Krvsipelrts. 


Pnnper 

Sickness. 
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Water  Supply. 


Overcrowding, 
and  Insanitary 
Dwellings. 


Tlirougliout  the  past  yeai'  I examined  and  analysed 
quantitatively  several  well  waters  supplying  87  houses  in 
the  district,  viz.,  in  Hridgtown,  Cannock,  Chadsmoor,  and 
Hednesford,  with  the  result  that  I found  the  water  unfit 
for  domestic  consumption,  and  the  notices  served  have 
been  complied  with  in  most  instances,  either  by  the 
substitution  of  the  South  Staffordshire  water  or  by  the 
sinking  of  new  wells.  In  one  or  two  instances  wells  have 
been  cleaned  out  and  repaired.  Through  non-compliance 
of  the  notices  re  the  water  supplying  the  houses  in  Hawks 
Green,  and  a well  water  suppl3u‘ng  eleven  houses  situated 
in  the  Hednesfoi-d  Road,  Cannock,  the  Council  detei-mined 
to  prosecute,  with  the  result  that  in  the  former  instance 
the  South  Staffordshire  water  has  been  laid  on,  and  in  the 
latter  instance  the  well  was  closed  and  a new  well  sunk. 

1 have  also  examined  other  well  water  supplies  with 
suspicious  results,  and  the}’-  are  under  consideration  for  a 
further  examination  when  a suitable  opportunit}*  occurs. 

Mi*.  Blackshaw,  Survej^or  and  Sanitaiy  Insjiector, 
informs  me  that  during  the  past  year  894  3’ards  of  main 
have  been  laid  on  in  the  following  localities,  viz.,  Simm’s 
Lane,  Rugele}'  Road,  Crab  Lane,  and  Hawks  Gi’een. 

The  uumbei*  of  houses  supplied  with  pure  water 
amounts  to  150,  as  against  135  for  the  preceding  3'ear. 

Eight  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported  as 
occurring  in  different  parts  of  the  disti*ict,  and  this  evil 
will  not  be  remedied  satisfactoril}’  until  there  is  more 
house  accommodation  for  the  gi’owing  population  of  the 
district. 

I have  already  reported  upon  defective  drainage  in 
conneetion  with  the  typhoid  fever  cases,  but  1 have  had 
occasion  ahso  to  report  upon  other  instances  of  defective 
drainage,  viz.: — 

(1)  In  Church  Street,  Chadsmoor,  whera  drainage 
from  several  houses  ran  on  to  neighbom*ing 
propert3^ 

(8)  In  Hednesfoi-d  Road,  Cannock, where  occuri*cd 
a case  of  scarlatina. 

(8)  In  Morcton Street, Chadsmoor,whei’e  drainage 
from  several  houses  ran  into  the  street. 

(4)  In  Rlackford’s  Place,  Cannock  Road,  where 

occurred  cases  of  scarlatina. 

(5)  In  Hednesford  Road, Cannock,  where  occurred 

a case  of  erysipelas. 
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In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  in  each  ward  of  the 
district  flagi'ant  evidences  of  defective  drainage,  which 
runs  anyhow  and  anywhere,  so  that  the  sanction  of  tlie 
Local  Governjuent  Hoard  to  ^Ir.  Blackshaw’s  sewage 
extension  scheme,  and  the  necessaiy  loan  for  carrying  out 
the  same,  is  earnestly  desired  in  the  interests  of  the  public 
health  of  the  district. 

The  meat  markets  and  slaughter-houses  of  the  distinct 
have  been  visited,  and  0])portunities  taken  when  possible 
of  examining  the  meat  whilst  being  dressed,  but  in  my 
opinion  the  erection  of  a public  slaughter-house,  especially 
in  the  Hednesford  district,  is  the  only  satisfactory  solution 
to  thorough  meat  inspection.  Surprise  visits  have  been 
paid  by  the  Sanitaiy  Inspector  and  myself  to  certain 
suspected  slaughter-houses,  but  with  no  tangible  result. 

Ou  one  occasion  last  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
myself  visited  a Colonial  Meat  Stores  in  Station  Street, 
Hcdnesfoi'd,  where  we  found  deposited  in  the  shop  un- 
.sound  meat,  which  was  forthwith  condemned  and  destroyed. 
'J'he  salesman  was  pi'osecuted,  but  the  Court  dismissed  the 
case  on  the  ground.s  that,  the  shop  being  closed,  the  meat 
was  not  exposed  for  sale.  The  following  cpiery  was  Mibse- 
quently  asked  in  the  “Justice  of  the  Peace,”  April  15th, 
1899,  viz.,  “An  inspector  of  nuisances  visits  a butcher's 
premises,  the  sales  shop  being  closed  and  locked  up,  and 
on  admission  he  finds  pieces  of  meat  in  the  shop  prepai^ed 
for  sale,  which,  on  examination,  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  food,  and  were  seized  and  destroyed  in  due  coui-se. 
Will  a conviction  lie  for  ' being  in  possession  or  on  whose 
premises,  &c.’ ? — see  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  s.  117  (a). 
It  is  not  sutrffcsted  that  the  meat  was  exposed  for  sale  for- 
human  food,  but  it  is  coufended  a conviction  ouglit  to 
follow  for  having  the  meat  deposited  on  the  pi-emises  ready 
for  sale.” 

The  answer  to  the  above  query  was  as  follows,  viz., 
“ If  the  inspector  was  satisfied  that  the  meat  was  deposited 
in  the  shop  either  for  the  purpose  of  sale  or  of  jirepai'ation 
for  sale,  and  was  intended  for  the  food  of  man  he  might 
seize  and  carry  it  befoi’e  a justice  to  be  condemned.  Ihe 
proof  that  the  meat  was  not  so  deposited,  or-  was  not 
intended  for  the  food  of  man,  t ests  upon  the  butcher.  If 
the  meat  was  destroyed  without  the  order  of  a justice,  the 
destruction  was  wi’ongful,  and  an  action  foi‘  damages  will 
lie  against  the  Council.  If  it  was  tlestroyed  on  a justices 
order,  the  butcher  may  be  convicted  unless  he  shows  that 
it  was  not  depositeil  for  the  purpose  of  sale  or  of  prepiu’a- 
tion  of  sale,  and  was  not  intended  for  the  food  of  man, 


Meat  Siipplj'. 


16 


Sewnge  Farm 
and 

Sewage  Bxteii 
Niuii  Scheme. 


rriinary 

Viipcinaiiona. 


I liave  ])!iid  regular  visits  to  the  Se^'age  Farm  during 
the  past  yeai’,  taking  on  each  occasion  samples  of  the 
effluents.  * ffllie  latter,  I am  pleased  to  state,  have  on  the 
whole  maintained  the  standard  of  improvement  re]>orted 
upon  in  the  preceding  year. 

To  remedy  the  e.\isting  evils  of  defective  drainage  in 
various  parts  of  the  district,  the  .sewage  extension  .scheme 
submitted  to  you  by  Mi‘.  Whilter  lllackshaw,  Surveyoi-,  and 
approved,  has  also  received  the  approval  of  ^Mr  H.  Law, 
M.  In^t.  C.F.,  of  West minstei',  and  is  now  awaiting  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  lioard. 


'J’he  scheme  has  been  designed  in  accordance  with  the 
general  requii  ements  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
provides  for  the  drainage  of  66  streets  in  various  parts  of 
the  disti’ict,  viz.,  Bi-idgtown,  Burner  Hill,  Old  Fallow, 
Broomhill,  Ghadsmoor,  Green  Heath,  Rawnsley,  Kugeley 
Road,  Church  Hill,  and  portions  in  and  ai’ound  Cannock 
and  Hednesford. 


The  whole  of  the  sewage  will  gravitate  to  the  Sewage 
Farm  but  as  the  sewage  from  the  Bridgtown  and  Wolver- 
hampton Road  outfalls  cannot  How  on  to  the  upper  portion 
of  the  Farm  bj'  gravitation,  the  .same  will  be  raised  by 
means  of  two  Shone's  Ejectors. 

All  the  sewage  will  pass  through  two  settling  tanks 
at  the  u])per  part  of  the  farm,  adjoining  Longford.  Lane, 
the  effluent  fiom  these  tanks  being  treated  on  the  farm 
lands  by  intermittent  downward  tilti-ation. 


f'he  tanks  will  be  each  100  feet  long,  50  feet  wide, 
and  6 feet  deej),  and  are  so  designed  that  they  can  be 
convei-ted  into  bacteria  beds  if  required  in  the  future. 

The  po))ulation  contributing  sewage  is  estimated  at 
22,000,  and  the  daily  flow  of  sewage  at  25  gallons  jier 
head,  or  a total  of  550,000  gallons.  The  wet  weather 
flow  is  estimated  at  1,650,0(M)  gallons,  a provision  being 
made  at  the  farm  for  an  additional  1 ,(>•'>0,000  gallons  of 
storm  water  by  enclosing  three  aci’es  of  the  low-lvinf*- 
hind.  ^ 


1 he  scheme  includes  about  21  miles  of  sewei’s,  surface 
Mater  drains,  and  branch  drains,  and  the  amount  of  loan 
re.pnred  for  carrying  out  the  work  is  £25,000. 

Mr  ,1.  1 . S))ooner,  the  Vaccination  Officer,  has  kindly 
a return,  in  which  the  births  are  stated 
as  . /•  , the  number  of  children  successfully  vaccinated  610, 
< ta<  unvaccinated  91,  ])o.stponed  vaccinations  5,  and  un- 
successfully vaccinated  6, 
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He  also  states  tliat  tlie  Tnimbei-  of  eliililren  whose 
parents  have  ohtiiined  exenipti'oii  certificates  amounts  to  4, 
and  tliat  the  numhei-  of  children  whose  parents  have  left 
the  district  amounts  to  24. 

The  number  of  children  unvaccinated  amounts  to  234. 

The  Vaccination  Officer  states  that  the  yeai-  ISOt)  has 
been  the  best  year  in  the  history  of  the  Union  for  vaccina- 
tion, and  that  the  working  of  the  new  Act  which  came 
fully  into  o])eration  on  the  1st  .lanuaiy  of  last  year,  has 
been  a decided  success. 

^Ir.  W.  Blackshaw,  the  Surveyor,  kindly  informs  me 
that  the  number  of  additional  houses  erected  dui-ing  the 
past  year  amounts  to  78,  thus  making  the  total  number  of 
houses  in  the  distiict  for  the  year  1899  to  amount  to 
4,83(). 

I append  the  Tables  required  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  and  the  County  Council,  and  beg  to  remain, 
"entlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


,1.  NOIITHEY  PHILLIPS. 


The  Poplars, 

Hcdnesfoi'd, 

March  23rd.  1990. 
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ITARY  AUTHORITY. 


'iiiHitari/  District;  classified  according  to  Diskasks,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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!2  TOTALS. 
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US  SICKS  DS'^,  cnnmif  to  the  hnoivledije  of  the  Medical  (Jficer  of  Health,  during 
sified  accord iiitf  to  l)i.sEASE.s,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


e of  the  Medical  OlHcer  of  Health. 
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Nutnijor  of  siuTi  Cnses  removeii  from  their  Homes  in  the  several 
Localities  for  Treatment  in  fsolation  Hospital. 
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I * Removed  to  Sniiillpox  Hospital. 

1 

; III  addition  to  aliove  removal.s,  three  eases 
2*;  of  enteiie  fever,  all  over  5 years,  were 
I lemoved  from  Cannock  to  Wolverhampton 
]*  Hospital. 

Xo  Isolation  Hosjiital  e.vcept  for  Smallpox. 

H.  The  Locality  in  which  the  Smallpox 
Hospital  is  situate. 
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